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Scoring a Session of Student Congress

Introduction to Judging 

Your main job as the judge in student congress is to score each speech given in a student congress session with a rank 1-6. You should carefully listen to each speech, wait to evaluate the speech until it is over and then decide what rank is deserved. You should be objective about the views expressed in the debate.  Personal views should not intrude on your evaluation of the speakers.
What is Student Congress? 

A group of 20-30 students gather in one room to take positions & give speeches on bills and resolutions for reasons of competition. Students’ role play as Congress people or Senators and follow Robert’s Rule of Order. The rules are enforced by a Presiding Officer, or PO The PO is sometimes an experienced coach, but it can also be a student. As the students give speeches a scorer (that would be you!) ranks each speech 1-6. Six is the best, one is the worst. 

The Student as Presiding Officer 

A student can become PO if the student congress body elects them. When a student is the PO then an experienced coach will serve as the parliamentarian. The parliamentarian settles any disputes that emerge between the PO and the rest of the congress. As a judge you will give the PO a score just like a speech, 1-6. If the PO is impressive and runs a tight ship then feel free to give them a 5 or 6. You will score them each session they are PO. 

How is the Winner Decided? 
All scores are totaled and students are ranked in order based on the highest score. However, students are also given nominations from both the scorer and the PO or parliamentarian.  A nomination guarantees a student will place in the top three in their house. 

Tell Me More About Nominations

After every session of congress you should nominate one student as the outstanding congress person from the round. The nomination should go to the student who in your mind was the best overall competitor. Nominations should be based on how the student spoke, if they ask good questions and if they were an active member who helped move the session along by making appropriate motions. Please make your nomination on the reverse side of this sheet. 

How Do I Evaluate Speeches? Is their some Criteria? 
The following criterion should be used: 
· Delivery—persuasive and confident.

· Original arguments—new and innovative views on the issue backed up by reasoning and evidence.

· Clash—directly responds to the issues presented by previous speakers.

· Answering questions—incisive, knowledgeable, and direct answers during                                                                          cross-examination.

· Analysis—logical examination of the issues.
· Evidence- all speakers should use and cite research to back up their claims 
Filling Out the Ballot 

You will fill out ONE ballot for each student who gives a speech. You will score each speech on line marked SPEECH. Use the comment space below each speech line to note areas of improvement or highlight what was done well.  After filling out all ballots for a session, remember to nominate one outstanding student. 
Below is a simple way to think of the 1-6 ranks.

“6” for outstanding 
“5” for superior, 
“4” for excellent 
“3” for good 
“2” for poor 
“1” for very poor
Speaker Ballot 
House _________          Scorer (your name) _________________________________

Basic Information: Student Congress is an event where students act as though they are Representatives or Senators of the United States Congress. They will give three minute speeches for or against legislation. 

Your Role: You as the Scorer will give each speech a rank from 1-6. The best possible speech receives a 6 and the worst possible speech receives a 1. One ballot per a student should be used there are places to score multiple speeches by the same student. 

NOMINATIONS: You will NOT score questions separately from the speeches. However questions and answers can weigh heavily on who you decide to nominate. Nominations will be filled out on a different sheet. Your nomination should be given to the student who you think was the best overall congress person in the round. 

Student Name _______________________
Students School______________________

SPEECH 1:
Rank (1-6):_____________

Legislation__________________________ Comments:
SPEECH 2:
Rank (1-6):_____________

Legislation__________________________ Comments:
SPEECH 3:
Rank (1-6):_____________

Legislation__________________________ Comments:
SPEECH 4:
Rank (1-6):_____________

Legislation__________________________ Comments:
SPEECH 5:
Rank (1-6):_____________

Legislation__________________________ Comments:
Presiding Officer Ballot 

House _________          Scorer (your name) _________________________________

Basic Information: You will only use the ballot if a student acts as a Presiding Officer in your session. 

What is a Presiding Officer (P.O.): The P.O. runs the session using Robert’s Rules of Order. They call on speakers & questioners and rule on parliamentary procedure. 
Your Role: You as the Scorer will give the P.O. a rank from 1-6 for each session they preside. Your should score based on how well they: know the rules, keep the session orderly and fairly call on students.   

NOMINATIONS: You can give the P.O. the nomination if you view them as effective in their role. Your nomination should be given to the student who you think was the best overall congress person in the round. 

Student Name _______________________
Students School______________________

Round 1:
Rank (1-6):_____________



Comments:
Round 2:
Rank (1-6):_____________


Comments:
Nomination Form 
Scorer or P.O.  Name____________________________________________

HOUSE:  A  B  C  D  E  F  G  H  I  J  K  L  M  N  O  (circle one) 

Session 1:

Student Name __________________________________________________

Student School _________________________________________________

Session2:

Student Name __________________________________________________

Student School _________________________________________________

Signature _____________________________________________________

